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\ Sabbaths & Celebrations
Sunday, May 30 ~ Holy Trinity

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am with Pastor / Doctor
David Pfrimmer preaching. Parish update, 9:20 am.

Z Fellowship at 10:30 am with David reminiscing.
Z Luncheon with David at 11:30 am.
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm.

Sunday, June 6 ~ Pentecost 2 / Carnival

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am.
Z Faith Adventures Carnival at 10:30 am.  All welcome!
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm.

Sunday, June 13 ~ Pentecost 3

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am.
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am.
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm.

Sunday, June 20 ~ Pentecost 4 / Music Sunday

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Our choirs will be on....
Come join us!  Parish update, 9:20 am.

Z Community Fellowship at 10:45 am.
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm.

Sunday, June 27 ~ Pentecost 5

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am.
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am.
Z Sanctuary Worship at 11:30 am. Pot-luck follows!

\ Sanctuary Moves to Sunday Mornings
Beginning on the last Sunday in June, our Sanctuary
Community will move from worship at 5 pm to worship at
11:30 am.  We’ve come full circle, folks!

Many years ago, our congregation experimented with
English-language worship on Sunday evenings —German
was the language of our community until well into the 20th

Century!— and eventually the English-language came to
Sunday mornings. Seems that history is repeating itself!

The June 27 gathering will include a pot-luck to welcome
new friends and families at c. 12:30 noon.

Z andré lavergne

\ Get Your Cookbook Submissions in!
We need your submissions a.s.a.p. as we must forward
our material in June.

Z dee radke
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\ Pastor André ~ Christianity Lite
Grace to you and peace.

At Christmas, the family gave me a beer-making kit to
which I shall soon turn my hand. Over Christmas, Ruth
offered samples of her own hand-crafted brew, wonderfully
dark and rich. I don’t much care for light beer —devoid as
it often is of character and spirit— or worse, “Lite Beer”
—devoid, as well, of proper spelling.

In recent days, National Bishop Susan
Johnson has been on the road attending
the first of five spring & summer synod
conventions. At each convention, she
gives a sort of state of the union address
conveying the many realities which
characterize the ELCIC in our day.

One of the pieces she has touched on
she expresses as follows: “Our church,
along with all mainline denominations in
North America and Europe has done a
very slow drift over many years to what
I have been calling ‘Christianity Lite’.
Over time, we have slowly given in to
the demands of our consumer culture and have either
been unable or unwilling to challenge ourselves and each
other to a full commitment in living out our lives as
disciples of Jesus.  I know this is both a simplification and
a generalization and it doesn’t apply everywhere.

“Regardless, it is becoming clear to me that we are in
need of a spiritual renewal in the life of our church and in
the lives of our members.  I feel very strongly that God is
calling us to a deeper and more spirited discipleship and
to a closer daily walk with our Lord.  What might this
deeper discipleship look like?  I think it would include
regular attendance at worship; daily prayer and scripture
reading; yearly involvement in a program of study; regular
service in the community (not just the congregation);
regular and proportional giving similar to the
understanding of the Tithe found in scripture; and a
commitment to sharing the good news with those around
us, beginning with our family and friends.”

Bishop Susan goes on to give an example of how she is
living out a commitment to deeper discipleship in her own
family and circumstance.  In any event, while Bishop
Susan will likely offer a similar witness at our Eastern
Synod convention in June, we can begin to think about
what she has to say now. “Christianity Lite” nicely captures
the idea of our slide into a Christianity devoid of character
and spirit.

Recently, our Sanctuary Community has begun to
envision its future within the Trinity family. I think some of

their initiatives precisely address a concern for “Christianity
Lite”.

What do you think? Is Bishop Susan onto something? How
might we address her plea for spiritual renewal in our own
lives, families and congregation?  Hmm. Something to
ponder as I turn my hand to a dark ale.

Blessings.

Z andré lavergne

\  Jennifer Famme
As mentioned, page 5, Jennifer Famme
has been placed at Trinity as a intern.
We’ve asked her for a brief bio.

Dear Friends in Christ,

I am happy to have this opportunity to
introduce myself as your new intern. My
name is Jennifer Famme, and a few
weeks ago I completed my second year
of study in the Master of Divinity
program at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.

I live down the road in Stratford with my three fantastic
children. Andrew is 9, Megan is 7, and Kaitie is 4. When I
am not studying theology or doctrine, they keep me busy
with school activities, dance lessons, and road hockey! 

In my previous career, I served as Minister of Music at Zion
Lutheran Church in Stratford and as a freelance musician.
I accompanied the Schneider Male Chorus for 10 years and
worked with the St. Marys Children’s Choir as vocal coach,
conductor of the training choir, and as accompanist. 

In my spare time I enjoy reading anything that’s not school-
related! I just finished reading Wally Lamb’s The Hour I
First Believed and am now working away at The Omnivore’s
Dilemma by Michael Pollan. 

I also enjoy travelling. My most recent adventure took me
on a solidarity pilgrimage to Israel and Palestine last spring
where I learned so much about the frustrations and the
suffering of our brothers and sisters in this incredible land.
When I meet you in the fall, I will have just returned from
Latvia. I will be travelling there in August to help celebrate
the marriage of a good friend and classmate and to learn
more about his work with Latvian orphans.  

While I am a city dweller these days, I grew up on a dairy
farm in Elma Township, and I love dirt! I have a special
interest in organic gardening —mostly vegetables and
flowers— but last year I decided to try my hand at fruit
trees. I planted several varieties of apple and pear trees.
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They survived the winter, and I am happy to report that
one of the apple trees is full of blossoms this spring! My
interest in gardening has led me to explore and research
food justice issues and the spirituality of eating. 

So that’s a little about me! I look forward to meeting all of
you in September. I am excited to have the opportunity to
learn and grow with you in faith. May you enjoy a restful
summer!

Z jennifer famme

\ Sacraments & Seasons
June Birthdays

1 -  Betty Bondy, Trevor Anderson; 2 -
Betty Lou Ramseyer, Mark Currah; 3 -
June Schmidt, Margot Popp, Kim
Dahms, Scott Diebel, Julie Ferguson; 5 -
Christine Normandeau, Cheryl Dupuis,
Mackenzie Preikschas; 6 - Susan
Nickolas, Keith Ropp, Maggie Racho; 7 -
Ken Pauli, Gisela Magnus, Christel
Mueller, Colin Farr; 8 - Aiden Anger; 9 -
Marilyn Wagler, Nancy Butz, Natalie
Eichler, Jeffrey Kropf, Verne Hammer; 10 - Bernice
Briand, Emily Ritz; 11 - John Meredith, Bob Gingerich,
Ryan Hillar; 12 - Elaine Schmidt, Chad Gravill, Sophia
Bailey; 13 - Brad Otterbein, Dianne Hillar, Tristen Diebel;
14 - Sherry Coman, Peyton Boehler; 15 - John Mueller,
Andrea Merner, Jessica Leu, Jacob Straus, Andrew
Sheard; 16 - Mary Trussler, David Farr, Shelley Hayden,
Amanda Hiuser: 17 - Stan Leis, Carol Murray, Rhonda
Egerdee; 18 - Lauren Bast, Jordan Snyder; 19 - Doris
Bast, John McCurdy, Liam Blaquiere, Sydni Blaquiere; 20
- Joanne Hills, Jane Bean, Nicholas Preikschas, Sadie
Hammer; 21 - Tom Wallace, Ryan Yost; 22 - Betty
Murray, Dale Hillar, Val Dupree, Emily Morrison; 23 -
Sarah Mueller; 24 - Marilyn Moore, Régis St-Pierre; 25 -
Gordon Faulhafer; 26 - Gwen Abraham, Brendan Cape,
Justin Danner, Brandon Danner; 27 - Herb Thomas, Corrie
DeRuiter, Lily Murphy; 28 - Richard Gerber, Ann Patton,
Becca Klooster; 29 - Jean Cook, Eddy Livingston, Dave
Rogers, Tara Witzel, Tanya Witzel, Kyle Schwartz; 30 -
Chris Jantzi, Jason Daer, Craig Hammer, Kate Bender,
Bethana Bechtel, Madison McCormick.  Happy birthday,
friends!

June Wedding Anniversaries

1 - Denise & Bob Gingerich; 8 - Brad & Sandy Martin,
James & Patty Ingold, Shelly & Steve Hayden; 9 - Ken &
Marilyn Hoffman, Launi & Pat Eichler, Ray & Ruby Straus;
12 - Kay & Ken Pauli, Jessica & Mike Schiedel; 13 - Anne
& Cliff Wootton, Greg & Steph Ropp; 17 - Larry & Mary

Ann Keller; 20 - Gwen & Bob Ruthig, Dianne & Murray
Ludington; 22 - Dana & Greg Martin; 23 - Arthur & Jeanette
Long, Jean & Ross Shantz, Adam & Kristal Preidt; 26 -
Barb Schwartzentruber & Rick Whittacker; 27 - Gywin &
Jim Murray; 29 - Jane & Ross Eichler; 30 - Hilda & Robert
McGregor.  Congratulations, friends!

Birth

We rejoice with Christy (Beavis) and Andrew Racho at the
April 19 birth of Carter Grayson.

Z jill merner

\ Anniversary News
David Pfrimmer at Trinity

On Sunday, May 30, The Feast of the
Holy Trinity, former Trinity pastor David
Pfrimmer will be preaching at 9:30 am
and reminiscing at 10:30 am. A pulled-
pork luncheon will follow at 11:30 am.
People are invited to sign-up to bring
salad or dessert.

Z larry gravill & friends

\ Edgewood Partnership
Work Weekend Retreat

Come break bread and join in community with other
Edgewood supporters, Friday-Sunday, May 28-30. There
are plenty of projects for this men’s retreat, including
roofing, framing, landscaping and clean-up. All talents
welcome. Meals and stay included for a small fee of $40.
Cost a burden? Speak to a pastor in confidence. The goal
is to register 65 men for Edgewood’s 65 years. Let’s be part
of the celebration! Info? Visit www.edgewood-camp.ca or
speak to Pastor Anne. 

Adopt-a-Cabin Program

Edgewood is opening its doors —literally— to our
congregations and inviting us to join in an updating and
refurbishing  program.  They are interested in having
congregations adopt a cabin or space at the camp to
maintain or spiff up. That might mean some paint, a new
cabin roof or tables for the dining hall. Can Trinity put its
mark on our church camp? Do you have skills, time or
resources to donate to the cause?  If you are interested in
finding out more, please speak to Pastor Anne, Ken Seltzer
or Doug Miller.

Z anne anderson
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\ Sabbath Blessings
We are grateful to Molly Wolff for her kindness in making
the voice of Sabbath Blessings available to us.  The
following essay was created in connection with the Royal
Ontario Museum’s recent Dead Sea Scrolls display.

Four Things

The younger kid and I went down to
Toronto for a tourist-y weekend, taken in
conjunction with the older kid and his
partner, my other-daughter. We spent
much of our time in two prime exhibition
spots: the Ontario Science Centre and
the Royal Ontario Museum, invariably
known as the ROM. 

I also went to church this Sunday
morning at my other-daughter's
nosebleed-high Anglican parish, St. Mary
Magdalen's (aka St. Mary Mag's), Healey
Willan's long-time church, possessing
the best church choir in Canada. Not my
judgment: the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation's verdict. Okay. That was
the informational set-up. Out of this visit, four things
emerged: 

(One) The ROM is putting on the first Canadian exhibition
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. I have now leaned elbows over
a display case showing the exquisitely scribed fragments,
put together like a jigsaw puzzle with missing pieces, of a
psalm dating back maybe two millennia, to the dry lands
whereupon our Lord walked with his calloused humble
human feet. 

The delicacy and beauty of the script clobbered me far
more than any historical or theological element. I assorted
this with the equally exquisite scribing of a Qu'ran, an
early medieval New Testament, and an ancient Egyptian
text (the ROM is nothing if not eclectic).

I associated it with all the human beauty of extraordinary
craft, stuff we in the early 21st century simply don't get —
how intelligent, patient, perfectionist, devoted, passionate,
our ancestors were about stuff we take contemptuously for
granted, like the brocading of a length of 18th-century silk,
the turning of Venetian glass, the precise strokes of a
brush or pen. How beauty is rooted in the human soul.
How the scribe, the weaver, the embroiderer, the maker,
spends time, takes time, tunes experience and craft, to
something extraordinarily important. We have forgotten
this. 

(Two) That beauty, that perfectionism, that care and
passion, were in the music I heard at St. Mary Mag's this

morning — music and liturgy dedicated to excellence and
solemnity and beauty of a high order. The church itself is
quite plain — nothing fancy in the way of decoration or
glass. No; it's sunk all its emotional and spiritual energy into
liturgy and music, which it does supremely well and in
complete devotion. And that too was deeply admirable. 

But the Science Centre and the ROM also gave me two
wild, unmediated, not-human gifts, the other two of the four.

(Three) The Science Centre had a series
of photos from the Hubble space
telescope: five images in colour of
galaxies and nebullae, of swirling
masses of billions and billions of stars,
from infant to dying, clouds of interstellar
gas — amazing images, wild and free.
And there was a tidy diagram showing
how it all starts from the point of the Big
Bang.

I know that an in-depth awareness of the
vastness of the universe is supposed to
make us feel insignificant and
unimportant. The blessedness of faith is
to be able to say "Woohoo! God made
all these stars in their vastness and

glory, and God also made the ants' nest in the rain forest
exhibit of the Science Centre, not far from the Burmese
python, and I stand between the two, wholly known and
wholly loved, as are the ants and the galaxies and the
python, because God is very, very, unimaginably large
Love." 

(Four) The ROM, meanwhile, had an astonishing exhibition
of minerals: a gazillion (it felt like) cut, uncut, lumpish,
polished, honest and dressed-up variations on primal
elements and what nature had done to them: in vivid
colour. The beauty was extraordinary, far more searching
and intense than the human-made jewelry in a nearby
gallery. It was also playful. 

I thought of the line from Psalm 104 about Leviathan,
whom God made "for the sport of it". Yes, I understand the
science — how amethyst geodes come to be, how
colouring elements create blues and greens, sharp yellow,
rich reds. I do get it. But it still feels as though these things
come into being "for the sport of it." 

Which convinces me more, the human-mediated spirituality
of the scrolls and the solemn eucharist, or the wilder, wider
creativity of the nebullae and the geodes? I have to vote for
the latter, for myself — not for anyone else. This is a
personal thing. I have been deceived too often and too
deeply by piety; I prefer to range free, trailing my fingers
through Creation in search of the Creator, because to me,
the ultimate theological question is the Problem of
Creation.
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What stands before that point on the tidy diagram, that
instant before the Big Bang? What causes minerals to
crystalize in what we see as extraordinary beauty —
beauty we can strain at but not ultimately own? (Although
the straining-at, as in the Scrolls and the liturgy, is where
we grow our souls.) 

But our mileage will vary. That's a given. 

Z molly wolff

\ April Council News
•  Every month, Council sends a number
of thank-you notes. This month, we
thanked Maggie Racho (Easter
breakfast), Chris Normandeau (TYGers’
quilt fund-raiser), Dave Merner &
Gascons (TYGers’ Men of Trinity
calendar) & Myrta Biesel (Interesting
Lives and prayer shawl ministry).

•   Pastor Lavergne offered the second of
several in-service learning sessions on
Lutheran worship: Last month, we talked
about the transition from German to
English-language worship as a form of welcome and
hospitality. This month we talked about Trinity’s growth
over 175 years and such major contributing factors as
boats (from Europe), bonds (to home and culture), brides
(choosing church) and babies (begotten). We also
explored boom or bust (the way ahead) and the brunch &
bling (realities of the Boomer and following generations).

•  Council received word of Synod’s confirmation of a part-
time Waterloo Lutheran Seminary intern for Trinity. Her
name is Jennifer Famme. See page 2.

•  Council was updated on our Sanctuary Community’s
visioning process and desire to move their Sunday service
from 5 pm to 11:30 am. See cover & column opposite.)

•  Council moved its June meeting from the 16th to the 23rd

to support the Gerber benefit concert. See opposite.)

Z krista durrer and friends

\ Flower Children
On Friday, Reta Ridout gets her hair done at Ruth’s over
on Wilmot Street. Cy acts as chauffeur and parks out
front. Together, they have begun to turn their hand to our
small plant collection. Thank you, folks. We’re grateful!

Z andré lavergne

\ Sanctuary Visioning
On April 18, following worship, many of our regular
Sanctuary community gathered around food to talk about
the shape of Sanctuary’s future and the hopes for our
community. There were many great ideas including having
book studies, field trips to local service organizations,
outdoor services in the summer and visits to local churches
to see how they worship. We also hope to develop a band

to lead worship. There were aspects of
our worship which were affirmed such as
using video clips and discussion during
service and involving all ages in worship
leadership. 

The most interesting change that was
unanimously requested was a service
time change from 5 pm to 11:30 am.
The change was suggested for many
reasons including connection to the
Anchor Community through sharing
coffee time between our services; better
connection for the Faith Adventures
families following class; allowing for
more family and homework time on
Sunday evening; improved travel time

for students getting back to college and university on
Sunday evening. 

It looks like this will be a positive change and we look
forward to moving in this direction on the last Sunday in
June —June 27. We’ll gather at 11:30 am. Everyone is
welcome. Please help us to spread the word. Invite a friend
or neighbour and try out our new Sanctuary Community
time!

Z megan clarke & anne anderson

\ Gerber Benefit
On Wednesday, June 16, a benefit concert will be held at
Tavistock Mennonite Church in support of Richard & Val
Gerber and their family. 

We have moved our June Council meeting from the 16th to
the 23rd so that we can participate.  An offering will be taken
at the church. Alternatively, people may make a
contribution via a bank account set up at the Tavistock
branch of Scotiabank.

The evening promises some terrific Gospel music and a
surprise or two. Look for posters at the church. Join us for
this good thing!

Z andré lavergne
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\ Tintinnabulations
June 2 ~ Congregate Dining

Gather, 11:30 am, at Zion United Church.  Details:
519.749-0784.

June 2 ~  Open Table

Gather, 7 pm, Katie Luther Room.

June 8 ~ Prayer Circle Update

Shirley Unrau & pastors meet, 9:30 am.

June 15 ~ Gentle Friends Readers

Gather in Trinity Hall, 7:30 pm, for
Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult.  Info:
Kathryn Ritz, 519.662-2960.

June 17 ~ DOVE Prep Team

TRINITY DOVE Preparation Team gathers,
9 am.

June 28 ~ ELW Grand River Cruise

Everyone welcome for this day-long event. For additional
details, contact Pat Schmetzer, 519.634-8232 or Shirley
Unrau, 519.662-1515.

June 28 ~ Blood Donor Clinic

Gather from 2 to 8:30 pm at the New Hamburg Legion.

Mondays, 8 pm ~ Motivated Mommies

Meet in Trinity Hall. Look for our Facebook page!

First & Third Mondays, 8 pm ~ CLEAN

Martin Luther Room, holidays excepted.

Tuesdays, 6:45 pm ~ TOPS

Taking Off Pounds Sensibly in the Martin Luther Room.
Pounds may be taken off sensibly elsewhere as well.

Saturdays, 8 pm ~ A/A

A/A open meeting in Trinity Hall.

Z andré lavergne & jill merner

\ Nurturing Faith ~ Adults
May 30 - Former Trinity pastor David Pfrimmer will be
preaching and reminiscing at Trinity. 

In June, our adult Learning series will wind down and yield
to our Faith Adventures Carnival on June 6 and Church
Music Sunday on June 20.

Faith in Film VII

We’ll gather at 6 pm, Thursday evenings,
July and August for a series called “Old
Fashioned Romance”.

Look for Gone with the Wind, The Shop
Around the Corner, The Lady Eve, An
Affair to Remember and more. See the
insert for details.

Z andré lavergne & friends

\ Motivated Mommies
Each Monday, moms and friends gather

for a drop-in at 8 pm in Trinity Hall. Note the new time!
People encourage one another in healthy living through
learning and discussion on a variety of topics such as food,
exercise and lifestyle. More info? Care to join? Contact
Christina Flood at 519.634-8777.  (Note that we had the
wrong phone number in last month’s TRINITY DOVE.)

Z anne anderson & friends

\ Seminary Women’s Auxiliary
Our annual fund-raising campaign for the Women’s
Auxiliary of Waterloo Lutheran Seminary will take place
during the months of May and June.  The Women’s
Auxiliary uses these funds to help sponsor seminary
students for their Supervised Pastoral Education program.
This sponsorship helps to cover student expenses as they
work in a clinical setting such as a hospital, learning
pastoral care.  In addition, the auxiliary plants and tends
flower beds in the seminary courtyard, decorates a tree in
the student lounge at Christmas, and undertakes various
projects to create a better environment for the students.

Please consider making a donation to help support the
Women’s Auxiliary.   These donations assist the men and
women at the Seminary who will become our pastors and
social workers.

Z pat schmetzer
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\ Finances to April 30, 2010
General Fund Capital Fund Transfers

Income $ 83,807 $ 5,203 $ 16,202
Outgo 91,532 12,599 12,488

————— ————— —————
Balance ($ 7,725) ($ 7,395) $ 3,714

We’re doing not badly compared to
other years. General Fund offerings
are ahead of budget for this time of
year with a lower deficit. The Capital
deficit primarily reflect energy
conservation measures funded out
of accumulated income.

Z bob ruthig & friends

\ Property Matters
We had a terrific work day earlier
this month with a very large crew
and a lot accomplished. We are
grateful to all who participated and to
all who work behind the scenes and
between work days as they have opportunity.

Z doug miller, ken seltzer & friends

\ Children of Bukati
On April 25, Emily Ritz made a terrific presentation on her
upcoming summer trip to Kenya. I’ve asked her to put a
note in this issue of TRINITY DOVE. Care to support her
endeavour?  Put an offering on the plate. Mark it “Bukati”.
We’ll forward.

The same morning, Sarah Clarke made a presentation, a
reflection on some of her evocative canvases. Absolutely
terrific! Very moving. We are fortunate to be offered such
profound witness by the most youthful among us.

Z andré lavergne

\ Nurturing Faith ~ Open Table
Join us for our monthly philosopher’s café featuring coffee
and conversation. The venue is the Katie Luther Room.
The time is 7 pm. The focus is on young adults, but
everyone is welcome.  Next session is June 2. Topic:
spiritual practices in every-day life.
  

Z anne anderson

\ Nurturing Faith ~ Affirmation
Affirmation Ministry Update  

The next event will be camp for our youth entering
grades seven or eight in the fall along with youth
wishing to be Camp Vets (entering grade nine and
up). Camp runs Sunday, August 29 through Friday,
September 3. Forms are available from Pastor

Anne.  Get your stuff in a.s.a.p! 

Z anne anderson

\ TYGers
Pitch ‘N Praise

Fifteen Trinity youth and three
leaders are heading to Paris, ON this
May long- weekend for Pitch and
Praise. We are partnering with the
Anglican church in Brantford. We’ll
share a campsite and join in the fun
of two thousand youth camping in
the chilly May weather!  Says Pastor

Anne: “Pray for us please. Especially,  no rain!”

CLAY - The Canadian Anglican and Lutheran
Youth gathering  is taking place in London, August
19-22.  We are taking a group of ten youth to the
gathering and will be doing some fund-raising
including...

Mother’s Day Quilt Raffle  - And the winner is...
Pat Schmetzer! We do believe she may have had
a stitch or two in the quilt...  Congratulations!

The Real Men of Trinity Calendar  - Dave Merner
and the gang are on the loose. Look for the jars in
the Katie Luther Room...

Tagged by Kindness  - Have you done something
nice for someone else? Check out our cards from
the youth that track random acts of kindness. For
more info speak with Erika Mueller,  519 662-3814.

Golf Tournament - We will return to the Tavistock
Golf Course at  9 am on Saturday, June 19, for our
annual TYGers Golf Tournament. Mark your
calendar now!  We’ll be signing people up shortly.

Connect with Pr Anne ...  1. Facebook at TYGers
New Hamburg. 2. E-mail  anderson@telc.ca.

Z anne anderson & friends


