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\ Sabbaths & Celebrations
Sunday, December 20 ~ Advent 4

Z Anchor Worship with celebration of Advent-Christmas
church music at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am

Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am
Z Faith Adventures Christmas Program at 11 am
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Wednesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve

Z Holy Communion with Affirmation Singers at 7 pm
Z Lights, Readings & Carols with Trinity Choir at 11 pm

Sunday, December 27 ~ Christmas 1

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am (Parish update, 9:20 am)
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Sunday, January 3 ~ Epiphany (observed)

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am
Z There will be cake in honour of Laurie Clarke!
Z Faith Adventures at 10:45 am
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Sunday, January 10 ~ Baptism of Our Lord

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am. 
Z Faith Adventures at 10:45 am
Z Adults: Interesting Lives with Heidi Ziegler 
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Sunday, January 17 ~ Epiphany 2

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am. 
Z Faith Adventures at 10:45 am
Z Adults: My Life; My times.... with Harold Remus
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Sunday, January 24 ~ Epiphany 3

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am. 
Z Faith Adventures at 10:45 am
Z Adults: Interesting Lives with Mike & Tine Gascon
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm

Sunday, January 31 ~ Epiphany 4

Z Anchor Worship at 9:30 am. Parish update, 9:20 am
Z Community Fellowship at 10:30 am. 
Z Faith Adventures at 10:45 am
Z Adults: Interesting Lives with Nancy & Roger Dale
Z Sanctuary Worship at 5 pm
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\ Pastor Anne ~ Quiet Excitement
Grace and peace to you.

We have quiet excitement and hope for the future. 

This Christmas will be our son, Nate’s, first Christmas of
which he will be fully aware. Something good is on its way.

I have a quiet excitement about Advent and Christmas this
year; that there will be new traditions to
start and old ones to resurrect. I am
looking at Advent and the preparation for
Christmas in new ways. There is a new
hope in our family. 

As I write this letter, I note that the movie
“New Moon” is premiering tonight. It’s
part of a popular teen book series. I have
been struck by the buzz that this movie
has created. Tickets for tonight’s show
are sold out all over the world. People
are debating the merits of the movie.
The stars are in interviews all over the
media. There is a quiet —or maybe
louder— excitement about this premiere.
You can almost feel the electricity in the
air as people line up at the theatres. 

What if we had that kind of excitement about the coming
of the Christ child? What if we looked forward to that
Christmas morning with that sort of anticipation. Instead of
looking at the stuff of Christmas —the buying of gifts, the
stress of the season— what if we replaced all of that with
some quiet excitement about the coming of Jesus into our
world, one who will change our lives, challenge us and gift
us beyond our imaginations?

I would like to transfer that sense of quiet excitement  to
life here at Trinity.  We will prepare for the coming of
Christ together as well.  There may be new traditions
begun, such as the Advent mosaic made by our Sanctuary
Community or a new  Christmas story from our children.
There will be older traditions observed anew like those of
our mitten tree, Christmas hampers, cheer plates and a
Service of Lights, Readings and Carols on Christmas Eve.

It is my prayer that we enter into this season looking
forward to the coming of Christ with a measure of quiet
excitement; a measure of the wide-eyed joy of one who is
not sure of what exactly is coming but with confidence
nonetheless.

I think this quiet excitement can carry beyond our Advent
season as we keep our eyes wide open to what God is up
to in our lives and in our community, searching for where
and how God can use our gifts to share the love that was
expressed fully in the birth of the Christ child.

May the quiet excitement of the season abide in us well
beyond Advent and Christmas and encourage us to live
fully in God’s love.

All blessings.

Z anne anderson

\ Council Proclamations
At the November gathering of Council,
the following “There Will Be Cake”
celebrations were approved: 

January 3, 2010, shall be observed as
The Feast of the Epiphany and
celebrated as Laurie Clarke Sunday.

March 28, 2010, shall be observed as
Palm Sunday and celebrated as Lori
Arnott Sunday.

April 18, 2010, shall be observed as The
Third Sunday of Easter and celebrated
as Helen Toman Sunday. This
celebration shall be transferred to her
congregation, St. Matthew’s, East Zorra.

Z andré lavergne

\ Nurturing Faith: Adults
My life; my times.  Our world; our mission.

This series offers a number of distinguished pastors an
opportunity to reflect on their ministry and the continuing
mission of the church.  We’ll break over Christmas and
gather on January 17 for a series wrap.

• December 13 - Pastor Syd Hills
• January 17 - Pastor Dr.  Harold Remus

Interesting Lives

A number of Trinity’s people will participate in the latest of
many installments in our Faithful Lives series.  Look for...

• January 10 - Heidi Ziegler
• January 24 - Mike & Tine Gascon
• January 31 - Nancy & Roger Dale

Z andré lavergne & friends
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\ Sacraments & Seasons
Marriage

We celebrate the November 7 wedding of Adam Otterbein
and Ashley Nagel in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  Adam &
Ashley will reside in Kitchener.

January Birthdays

2 - Stephanie Price, David Ricketts, Pam
Balfour; 3 - Cindy Harrison, Gerry
Legare, Suzanne Preikschas; 4 - Mike
Speers, Debbie Nickolas, Nicholas
Pearson, Kieran Johnston, Joseph Heise,
Brooke Medley; 5 - Edward Faruzel,
Logan Arnott; 6 - Steven Wettlaufer,
Raelyn Cook, Meghan Jantzi; 7 - Doris
Langford, Bob Ruthig, Curtis Steinmann;
8 - Anne Hammer, Nathan Otterbein; 9 -
Daryl Junker; 10 - Emma Giilck, Bob
Cook, Fred Straus, Bradley Barnes,
Samantha Junker, Ada Bender, Joseph
Durrer; 11 - Krista Durrer; 12 - Sarah
Clarke, Danika Parkin; 13 - Peyton Ayre,
Owen Burchatzki; 14 - Amy Steinman;
16 - Michael Hayes, Erika Mueller,
Michaëla St-Pierre; 17 - Cliff Wootton, Dagmar Otto,
Ashley Sheard; 18 - Raimond Danner, Peter Kellendonk,
Jacob Durrer; 20 - Trisha McCormack; 21 - Liz Livingston,
Brady Schmidt, Logan Becker; 22 - Daniel Mueller; 23 -
Bob Anger, Cindy Hammer, Hilmar Hofmeyer, Dave
Mueller; 24 - Hollice Stock, Mike Gascon, Matthew
Parsons. Chantelle Schwartz, Aspen Schwartz; 25 - Peter
Scheid, Tracy Klaassen, Alayna Bailey; 26 - Todd Diebel,
Joseph De Sapio, Laura Shantz, Steven Jokic; 27 - James
Anger, James Oldenburger, Garrett Schwartz; 28 -
Clarence Schamber, Ken Hoffman, Larry Keller,  Mike
Otterbein; 29 - Norma Steinman, Jane Eichler, Leanne
Snider; 30 - Ralph Becker, Noni Stewart, Shawn
Burchatzki, Sophia Haffner; 31 - Jean Shantz, Serge
Blaquiere, Jason Brodrecht, Mackenna Schaaf.  Happy
birthday, friends!

January Anniversaries

3 - Bruce & Debbie Jantzi; 7 - Charlotte & Mike Speers; 9 -
Kevin & Valerie Dupree; 13 - Dianne & Hugh Stere; 14 -
Karen & Mark Jutzi, Sheila & Stan Leis; 16 - Serge
Blaquiere & Traci Jutzi; 18 - Daryl & Ron Junker;  22 -
Crista & Steve Coughlin; 23 - Ed & Marjorie Stix.
Congratulations!

“Wow” 60th Anniversary in 2010!
 
Peter & Virginia Schmidt - August 12, 1950

“Wow” 55th Anniversaries in 2010!

Rain & Mary Danner - August 20
Merv & Glad Roth - October 22

Congratulations, friends!

Z jill merner

\ Anniversary Update
My Lord, What a Morning!

Many words of thanks are owed in
connection with our November 22
anniversary celebrations.

We are grateful to Bishop Michael Pryse
for his preaching and presence.

We are grateful to Mayor Wayne Roth
for his personal greetings and for the
letters and citations from Regional Chair
Ken Seiling, Member of Provincial
Parliament  Leeanna Pendergast,
Member of Parliament Harold Albrecht,
Premier Dalton McGinty, Prime-Minister

Stephen Harper, and Her Gracious and Attentive Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II.

We are grateful to David Pfrimmer, Christine Selbstaedt /
Wuerscher, Judi Harris and Nadine Nicholds who will visit
in 2010 and to Paul Schult who wished us well.

We are grateful to Gywin Murray, Lisa Hagen, the Trinity
Choir and Affirmation Singers for the gift of music.

We are grateful to Rogers Cable, Brian Larkin, Dare
Cookies and Chris Keller for providing and securing
costumes and to dressers Mike and Tine Gascon and
Trevor Anderson for getting people into their togs.

We are grateful to the A/A community for relinquishing
Trinity Hall so that we could set-up a day early.

We are grateful to Pat Schmetzer who orchestrated the
brunch; to the TYGers who purchased the food at cost from
our friends at Cloverleaf; to the ELW for hosting; to the
Priscillas who decorated; to the men of the church who set
up the space; and to the TYGers and their families who
cleaned up afterward. 

We are grateful to Bonnie Gordon and Mike Mueller for
taking pictures. Visit www.telc.ca to see over 300 examples
magnificent examples of their work.

Z andré lavergne & larry gravill
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\ Sabbath Blessing
We are grateful to Molly Wolff for her kindness in making
the gentle voice of Sabbath Blessings available to us.

That Yonge Child

It's the spiritual memories, I find, that stay with me most
vividly,  and this is one such:

It is November, the end of the school
day, and I am walking through  the
corridor to my locker. I am 12 and in
Grade 7, still very shy and  scared in the
big school that the junior high students
share with the  formidable and
just-barely-tolerant senior high students.

As I walk past the music room I hear a
girl's voice, very true and  clear, and it
stops me in my tracks. The song she is
singing is  unlike anything I've ever
heard before. It isn't pretty; it's got a
discordant, edgy quality, and its
movement isn't rhythmically  regular. It
pauses and leaps. It's quiet, but it feels
like a small  wild animal, one with a soft
coat and needle teeth. And I find it  utterly entrancing —
piercing, mysterious.

The song ends, and I head down the corridor,
disconsolate. I want to  find that song again, and I have no
idea how to do so.

For the next few weeks, scraps of the song keep pursuing
me, nuzzling  up to my consciousness at odd moments,
and I grieve the fact that I'd  found it only to lose it again.
I try to describe it to my musical  mother, but she doesn't
recognize it from my description. It doesn't  occur to me to
ask the music teacher at school; I am too intimidated.  The
music room is holy ground of which I am not worthy.

My parents go off to a concert in December, held by our
high school's  senior girls' choir, the Harmonettes. A week
or so later, it's  Christmas Eve, and we're putting up the
Christmas tree, something  that happens only after dark on
December 24th, because before then  (my parents are
staunch on this) it's Advent. My mother has just  bought a
new recording, the piece she'd heard at the choir
performance, and she puts it on as we decorate the tree.

I am immediately entranced by the music, lovely stuff,
performed by  boys' choir and harp. And then, there it is,
the song I'd heard back  in the school corridor, piercing my
soul.

That yongë child when it gan weep*
With song she lullèd him asleep:

That was so sweet a melody
It passèd alle minstrelsy.

It would be years before I finally got the composer's point:
that  sweet isn't necessarily pretty, and that real beauty
exists in the  angles and the accidentals as well as in C
major. But what matters to  me in that long-ago Christmas
Eve is that I've found my song again.  And it's on a
recording that we own, in our house. I can listen to it
whenever I want. I have a name for it.

Later, in high school, I was in the girls'
choir myself, performing  Britten's "A
Ceremony of Carols." It is not an easy
piece, but I  loved it. I found other parts
of it even more piercingly beautiful  and
fell in love with them too. I treasured that
music in my heart  and head. I kept it
locked away until after dark on
December 24th.  Bringing it out and into
my full consciousness was the act
making  Christmas. On Christmas Eve,
I would take it out with me into the
snow-spangled dark where mystery
lurked and there was always the  Milky
Way, even behind the overcast. It
walked with me across the  yard into the
church next door for Midnight Mass.

Years passed. I always listened to "A Ceremony of Carols"
when the  tree went up — a bit earlier than after dark on
Christmas Eve, once  I had children, but still late by
seasonal standards. I fought off  "the holiday season" in
order to keep Christmas itself piercing and  mysterious.
Even when I was very far from faith, the music bored its
way through to my spirit, not every single year, but enough.

Was it that, I wonder, that kept some sort of trickle-through
passage open between me and God? Maybe so. It certainly
helped. There were  other memories of the spirit, too, that
never quite vanished off the  horizon during those years. I'd
had faith and spirituality gently  mocked, frozen out,
discouraged, and I had tagged along obediently  with those
who saw faith as — well, silly and old-fashioned and
credulous. But yearly, however briefly, I scented mystery
again in that music, and knew that there was God.

Last night, it came time to start making Christmas. The
shopping's  done; I have the tree, and the kids — home
from their new lives —  will help me put it up tonight. But
last night I put the music on and  listened to it, eyes closed.

And yes, it still works. Thanks be to God. 

Z molly wolff

* Benjamin Britten: Ceremony of Carols, 4a, 1942.
Text: anon.  yongë = young; gan = began to
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\ November Council News 
•   Council welcomed Jackie Currah, Larry Gravill and
Heidi Ziegler to the table.

•   Every month, Council sends a number of thank-you
notes to people named in the pastors’ report.  This month,
we thanked  Mike Gascon & Maggie Racho (support for
the TYGers), Dee Radke (for initiating our support for St.
George’s Bazaar), Lisa Hagen (for the 9th Inning assist with
Trinity’s Confirmation Sunday music),
Eric Reble & Bill Huras (for their witness
and teaching at adult learning), Christina
Vanin (for her presentation at Adult
Learning) and Darrin Gueguen and his
team (for the installation of four new
circulating pumps in our main-church
heating system).

•   Council heard that Pastor André is
substantially back to work.  With respect
to his heart, his condition will be
monitored regularly and should have no
effect on his present ministry.  With
respect to his knee, treatment continues
to try to improve range-of-motion. While
he is unable to drive, people have been
helpful in getting him around.

•   Pastors André and Anne are preparing a small
community of people to assist in parish visitation.  While
this will prove particularly helpful while Pastor André is
impaired, the program will become a regular part of
Trinity’s ministry.

• Council approved a major schedule of energy
conservation and comfort measures for the Peel and
Wilmot Street parsonages.  Council also heard that a
number of significant main-church property items have
been completed or are under way.  See facing column.

• If trends conform to those of previous years, we may
reasonably expect positive balances in the General and
Capital Funds at the end of the year.  Of course, that
means we all do our best to reflect on our stewardship to
date and take account of Trinity’s end-of-year needs.

• As we do every year, Council is seeking people who
might be willing to serve in 2010.  Speak to Lori Arnott to
express interest and to learn of our needs.

•  Council reviewed a first draft of Trinity’s 2010 program
budget. As always, Rick Ritz, our point person in such
matters, welcomes input.

Z lori arnott, krista durrer et al

\ Property Matters
Parsonage Energy Conservation & Comfort

At the November meeting of Council, a large schedule of
parsonage items was approved.  The various projects have
a total value of some $20,900.  However, the projects will
attract federal, provincial and municipal rebates totaling
$8,410 (not to mention additional GST rebates).  The
estimated total costs are therefore $12,490 and will be

funded through 2009 Capital offerings.

The Peel and Wilmot Street attics will be
fully insulated as will the access hatches
which will be sealed.

The Wilmot Street basement will be
insulated and dry-walled.

Three windows at the Wilmot Street
parsonage (living room and kitchen) will
be replaced with high-efficiency units.

The toilets at the Wilmot and Peel Street
parsonages will be replaced with much
more “efficient” models.

The Peel Street water heater (a rental) will be replaced with
a high-efficiency in-line unit.

The Wilmot Street furnace (about 18-20 years old) will be
replaced with a high-efficiency model and equipped with a
(central) air-conditioning unit.

Main Church Work

Darrin Gueguen and his team have completed the
replacement of the four circulating pumps serving the
church’s (1810 and 1957 wings) two main boilers.

A tank/pump assembly will be installed between Christmas
and New Year to evacuate kitchen waste, the source of
pronounced malodorous zephyrs (bad smells).

The lower arched steeple openings —the ones with the
horizontal slats— will be refurbished this spring by Buck
Roth and company.  Access is available from the inside
eliminating the need for exterior scaffold or a boom truck.
A bit of paint should do the trick for the most part. 

An access opening between the tower organ pump room
and the main church attic has been provided with a door to
prevent the collision of warm and cold air and the resulting
condensation of moisture in the attic.

Z ken seltzer et al
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\ Tintinnabulations
December 13 ~ CCC Breakfast

Come to Trinity Hall, 8-11 am, for a great breakfast
sponsored by Trinity & the Optimists.  Community Care
Concepts benefits. Tickets: $5/adults, $3.75/kids;
$15/family.  Neil Klaassen, 662-1641, has tickets.

December 14 ~ ELW Cookie Plates Prepared

The ELW prepares cookie plates at 9:30
am.  Additional bakers needed and
welcome!  Contact Pat Schmetzer
(519.634-8232) for information.

December 14 ~ Trees Down/Up

Mitten Tree comes down; Christmas tree
goes up.  Decoration at 7 pm.

December 15 ~ Hampers Prepared

The Priscillas prepare Christmas
Hampers at 9 am.  You may assist by
participating in the gifts program, giving
to the mitten tree or by making an
offering to “hampers.”

December 15 ~ Gentle Friends

Gentle Friends Readers gather, 7:30 pm, in Trinity Hall.
December’s pick: Mr. Pip by Lloyd Jones.  Information:
Kathryn Ritz, 519.662-2960. 

December 28 ~ Blood Donor Clinic

Hosted by Trinity Church at Waterloo-Oxford, 1:30 - 7:30
pm.  Call 1.888.2-donate! Ken Seltzer, 519.662-2432, is
looking for a number of volunteers to assist.

January 4 ~ ELW

Gathers, 12:30 pm.  Info: Pat Schmetzer, 519.634-8232.

January 5 ~ Prayer Circle Update

Shirley Unrau & the pastors meet, 9:30 am, one week later
than usual.

January 6 ~ Congregate Dining

Gather, 11:30 am, at Zion United.  Details: 519.749-0784.

January 8 ~ Council Christmas Gathering

Council & staff gather. Date tentative; location TBA.

January 19 ~ Gentle Friends

Gentle Friends Readers gather, 7:30 pm, in Trinity Hall.
January’s pick: Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen.
Information: Kathryn Ritz, 519.662-2960. 

January 21 ~ DOVE Prep Team

TRINITY DOVE Prep.  Team gathers, 9 am for this week-
early Christmas edition.

First & Third Mondays, 8 pm ~ CLEAN

CLEAN meets in the M.  Luther Room.
Holidays excepted.

Tuesdays, 6:45 pm ~ TOPS

TOPS —Taking Off Pounds Sensibly—
M.  Luther Room.

Saturdays, 8 pm ~ A/A

A/A open meeting in Trinity Hall.

Z andré lavergne & jill merner

\ “We Care” Christmas Bags
Have you seen the bright yellow “We Care” bags at church?
We’re encouraging people to take a bag home and fill it
according to the list provided. The bags will be sent out
through Canadian Lutheran World Relief to children all over
the world who are in need.  We give in the spirit of
Christmas knowing that the bags will go to children
regardless of their faith or culture of origin. Simply fill the
bag and return it to the church with a contribution of $5
(cheque to Trinity and marked “CLWR”) to cover shipping.

Need a terrific Christmas gift idea?  How about a garden?
Or a granary?  What about a goat? Take a the Gifts from
the Heart leaflet enclosed in last month’s TRINITY DOVE.

Z anne anderson

\ Endowment Fund Ideas?
In 2009, our Trinity Endowment Fund supported Lori
Endress in Thailand, helped the Wilmot Family Resource
Centre and Interfaith Counselling, provided for Affirmation
Camping and much more. We are now making plans for
2010.  As always, we welcome feedback and suggestions.
Please speak to Pastor André or Pastor Anne.

Z andré lavergne
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\ Finances to November 30, 2009
General Fund Capital Fund Transfers

Income $ 224,511 $ 13,618 $ 20,879
Outgo 229,023 2,625 18,729

————— ————— —————
Balance ($ 4,512) $ 10,993 $ 2,150

A year over year comparison shows us to be in pretty good
shape.  We anticipate that 2009 Capital
Fund offerings will be substantially
depleted taking care of the property
items noted on page 5.  We are also
optimistic that General Fund offerings
will move into positive territory by the
end of the year. Please do your part.

Enclosed are CLWR & Christmas
envelopes.  We forgot to place a CLWR
envelope in the Thanksgiving  DOVE.
For a sense of CLWR’s terrific work,
read PARTNERSHIP or visit www.clwr.org.

Christmas offerings may be designated
however you might wish. Undesignated
funds are placed in the General Fund.

Z bob ruthig & andré lavergne

\ TYGers
Friday, December 11, 6-8 pm - Babysitting for Shopping
Parents . Come and support our families as they drop off
kids and get a little Christmas shopping done. Get some
volunteer hours in.  Sign-up in the Narthex. 

December 19, 6-10 pm - Christmas Caroling, Hot
Chocolate & Movie.  It’s become a tradition! Join us for a
great evening and get in the spirit!  Sign-up in the narthex.

January 9, 2-4 pm -  Nithview Visit . We will be doing
some fun activities with our folks over at Nithview. Anyone
up for a game of checkers ? Sign-up in January!

January 15, 7-10pm. Twilight Movie and Dance at St.
James New Dundee. Come out for a great evening! Sign-
up in January.

January 23, 6-8 pm - Xtreme Volleyball Night . Gather at
the church.

Want to connect with Pastor Anne ? Call the church
519.662-1810 or catch her via email at anderson@telc.ca
or on Facebook at  TYGers New Hamburg. 

Z anne anderson

\ Nurturing Faith - Faith Adventures
Christmas Program

Our Faith Adventures kids are leading us into Christmas.
We’ll rehearse November 29 & December 6/13 and present
the Christmas story after Anchor worship on December 20.
Come and be a part of a great tradition. This year Tara Otto
and Emma and Caroline Wiechers are directing. Every
child can participate! 

Still haven’t Sparked?

If you are between age 3 and grade 6
please be sure to get a Spark Bible from
Pastor Anne or Faith Adventures staff.
Grades 7 & 8... Your Bibles have
arrived! If you haven’t got yours yet,
come to Faith Adventures on Sunday
and get your Bible from Maggie Racho!

Affirmation Ministry Update

Grade 7 & 8 Affirmation youth gather for
four Saturday sessions.  Look for full
days of activities (9 am - 3 pm) including
lunch.  Mark your calenders for January

16, February 6, March 6 and April 17.  Please bring your
Bible to our first session.  Lunch will be provided! We meet
in the Martin Luther Room.

Z anne anderson & friends

\ Good Friday Cantata
We are contemplating a reprise of last year’s Good Friday
Cantata, THE WEEPING TREE. Care to sing with us? Speak
to Gywin Murray if you would like to join us. We’ll rehearse,
beginning in early February, on Thursdays at 7:45 pm, at
the front end of the regular Trinity Choir rehearsal.

Z gywin murray

\ Secret Sisters’ Potluck
Our ELW hosts one of Trinity’s most wonderful ministries.
It’s the Secret Sister program in which women are paired
with one another as “secret sisters.”  During the year, each
sister sends birthday and anniversary greetings, seasonal
cards and small gifts to a “secret sister.” The latter does not
know the identity of the former. Participants gather for a
February pot-luck supper at which identities are revealed.
Are you a current participant? Terrific! Not aboard?
Consider joining on February 1, 6:30 pm, at this year’s pot-
luck supper! Call Shirley Unrau, 662-1515, for details.

Z andré lavergne


